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DIARY OF COLONEL LANDON CARTER. 

16, Saturday, March, 1776. A note from Robert Beale, the 
ensign in Captain Ball's Regulars, informing that Colonel 
Peachey had sent for the Captain and two commissioned off™ 
with 50 men to go down to Col Ball's, alarm of tenders being 
in the river about his situation. All are gone, except Beale 
with a few sick men. I will be hanged if this is not a sham 
alarm in order to remove the regiment downwards w ch they 
have been laboring at for some time. Thus goes the unanimity 
in Virginia; every man must have his own estate secured, 
that is he wants to sell what he has got. So let it be. 

17 Sunday, March, 1776. Old Flood died yesterday and 
much s d of his goodness, because dying by a sudden mortifi- 
cation, he never sighed nor groaned. 

28 Thursday, March, 1776. There is abundance talked abt 
independency, but, as it is all from M r Common Sense, to 
decypher that Gent n would be to shew the same tyrant that he 
pretends to be willing to avoid. 

It is to be a general muster of our militia, and I do suppose 
it will be performed with no small degree of confusion, regu- 
lar Off rs being the spectators ; but it is to be hoped that they 
will be genteel because everything in the shape of a soldier 
must be new, raw and undisciplined. 

29, Friday, March, 1776. I went to the Gen 1 Muster of our 
Militia, and think I saw that the Coty Lieutenant nor his 
off™ under him will never make any figure with them. The 
most busy man that ought to be seemed to know nothing about 
it, or if he did, to do nothing at all. The front rank, more 
crowded with spectators than I ever saw a boxing match or 
a bull bating, and not above 3 or 4 captains w ch seemed to be 
in earnest. Indeed elections have again got into their old 
channel, &, of course, the Public is to be neglected according 
as the People may be concerned. The off™ of the 5th Regi- 
ment behaved exceeding clever, for, tho' many of them 
Present, not a slur or taunt, nor even a soldier suffered to mis- 
behave. 

I hear Gen 1 Lee is come into Virginia to take the command 
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of our forces as Maj r -General. I had written to Frank Lee, 
as I knew not who the Congress would appoint to fill these 
parts to recommend My Grandson to the Gentleman who ever 
he shd be as an aid-du-camp, and he has, in his letter, 
promised me to do it. But a certain willing blunderer in his 
friendship got M r . R. P. to speak to Col. R. H. L. to do the 
same. This R. P., not only from natural affection, but even 
with abundance of art, & he must have put in a word for his 
own son, because the noted R. H. immediately answered to 
him, as he says, that he should be for his son, and another 
reason strikes me. This R. H. is a prodigious admirer, if not 
partly a writer in the Pamphlet Common Sense, which is so 
Violent for an independency, as to call every man who is not 
as absurdly implacable as he is, a damned rascal and sycophant, 
that is, a Coward. I could not help expressing my detestation 
at so brutish an author, who must, from the very appellation, 
be a tyrant in his own heart and, to be sure, a very fit Person 
to head an aristocratic Power w ch must generate from this 
Independency reduced into ever so formal a Republican show, 
and this, no doubt, the lowest ( ?) in oratory has sunk deep 
in his own mind. But if Landon will go to town, I will write 
by him and strive to disappoint these artists, even in revenge. 
I was yesterday told that one Robinson, from Philadelphia, 
has told somebody that Independency was thrice Proposed in 
the Congress, but it was each time thrown out by a vast 
majority ; and that to the Northward nine-tenths of the People 
are violently against it. What an opprobrium must this be to 
these gentlemen of the Congress, who not only denied their 
tendency to Independency when they were charged with it 
by writers, but have over & over again told the whole British 
world that they only desired to be re-instated as they were in 
1763. 

31, Sunday. Yesterday and the day before it rained all 
day and night. At night, the day before, in the rain, my 
family of young folks, were invited out to a dance, but I would 
not let my Coachman go out in such weather. I have heard 
within the last week that some folks who went down were in 
bad compy. No one but Wm. Lewis tolerable in behavior; 
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and that old Corbin would be a Patriot if his wife and children 
would let him. The same person told me that he would sign 
the Association if the Majority of the Council would. 

Col. F. Lee writes to me Genl. Lee is appointed to the 
Southern command & he keeps his old aid-du-Camps, so that 
Landon can't be one unless he bears his own expenses. He 
must bear this disappointment, for an estate may be spent in 
such an Expectation. (Col. Carter makes observations on the 
disagreeable incidents to office seeking) : "I can plainly see 
that the requisite cringing is so necessary that a soliciting per- 
son is now only kept undetermined, that he may be tired and 
retire in order that a more cringing Person may be engaged." 

1. Monday, April, 1776. The election day, & I may say 
for the honour of Richmond that she is no changeling. I can 
well remember when I was turned out of the H. of B. It 
was said that I did not familiarize myself among the People, 
and because an election after it was found by my son's going 
amongst them and carrying his Election and Colo. Tayloe's 
asserted interest by that means his son-in-law F. Lee was 
elected. I should see that they would never be turned out, but 
what has this day discovered? The first has not only kissed 

the — of the people, and very seriously accommodated 

himself to others, and yet he has been shamefully turned out, 
& notwithstanding Lee was at the Congress, an honour not 
easily obtained, and the Colo., his father-in-law, did every- 
thing that a Gentleman ought to do, he has been also turned 
out of Convention, altho', to the disgrace of his seat in Con- 
gress ; and that by a worthless, impudent fellow and by a most 
silly, tho' good-natured fool.* I do suppose such a Circum- 
stance cannot be parallelled, but it is the nature of Popularity. 
She, I long discovered to be an adultress of the first order. 
. . . But the worst of this day's discovery is the unsteady, 
lukewarmness of even gratitude itself appar'ld in all its proper 

* The gentlemen thus described were Colonel Hudson Muse and 
Charles McCarthy, Esq., who were the delegates from Richmond County 
in the Convention of May, 1776. Robert Wormeley Carter and Francis 
Lightfoot Lee represented the county in the previous convention of 
December 1, 1775. 
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* 
colors, and even relations as well as tenants, all voted against 

the showy Professions of their Principals. One certain curled 
Pate fellow I was certainly told was to come & vote for these 
old faithful servts. I answered if he did, I would own myself 
mistaken in the man. He came, and when it could do no good, 
voted for one. At the same time, he ruined his vote by voting 
for his adversary. 

Sabine Hall is an unhappy situation. Once a flash of 
lightning beat my glass in my room to pieces, and last night 
a cannon ball broke the glass in the other room. But it is 
always the case when man and woman go a courting. 

3, Wednesday. Colonel Carter remarks upon the disrespect 
shown him by his son, in thepresence of Maj r Parker, Captain 
Pleasant and Harrison Randolph. The weather seems to be 
breaking away at last, (after rainy weather.) I went to 
Giberne's to dine and was entertained there with an entire 
conversation about cards by the set. Letter received from his 
daughter Judith, complaining much of M r . Beale's sickness. 
I wrote to her by this Capt. Rucker, who, it seems, is one of 
the victuallers to this regiment stationed here. She says much 
in praise of the Pills I sent up, they only do him the least 
service, but she does not say he wants more. 

4, Thursday. A good day to appearance. I have at home 
40 lambs. A cow has died with the staggers, tho' well blooded. 
The mare I bought of Parker bro't a filly on April day, said 
to be from Yorick. I shall call it Richmondilla in honour to 
the folly of the County this day of her election of a kind of 
April fool. 

4, Thursday, April, 1776. Yesterday Phil was catched in 
the top of my wheat unthreshed, and with him at least a 
bushel of ear'd corn. I do suppose he came up with Ben from 
below, who pretended his knee was wrenched, but it seems 
he can here work. If I find this out, stand clear, Mr. Ben. 

Daniel & Northumberland Ben runaways came in also. My 
overseers are strange people; they are too Passionate; tho' 
this Ben was not too severely whipped, yet his hands were 
swelled by tying him. Beale seems to talk there is no use for 
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him here. I told him, if he can't be advised agst barbarity, he 
may go like a fool as he is. 

Last night an express from Gen 1 Lee arrived to Colo. 
Peachey, ordering the 5th Regiment immediately to W ms burgh, 
as How had evacuated Boston, and had got before Philadel- 
phia with his fleet, where the whole Province under arms were 
pparing to Oppose his Landing. Therefore, Lee expected that 
to be only a feint and that his intention must be agst York- 
town & W ma burgh, where he watched to be ppd to give him a 
reception. Washington, it seems, is in possession of Boston. 
All the Colonies in Arms, as the Express from Philadelphia 
came along. Is this an overture of accommodation? If it is, 
it must only be an effort to frighten the Continent into some 
concession not consistent with freedom. I look upwards and 
wish for that merciful assistance wch we have hitherto been 
blessed with, and I do somehow promise myself we shall be 
so comforted, not from any Peculiar goodness in us, but in the 
cause we are engaged in, the rights of nature violated & aided 
by the ungrateful stretch of Powers wch must lead to the most 
hateful of iniquities, a tyrannous disposition in the King, who 
rules in G. B. with money, and would govern America with 
an Iron Sceptre. 

5, Friday. It is to be hoped good weather is now setting 
in. Last night an extract by Dick Parker from the Pennsyl- 
vania Packet, sent me in the night by Colo. Tayloe, confirms 
the evacuation by the ministerial army of Boston, and the 
Possessing it by Gen 1 . Washington with a booty of stores and 
cannon to the amt. of £30,000, and with't impairing either the 
Persons or Properties of the poor, distressed inhabitants. 
Certainly these stores left behind must render it a difficult 
matter for these forces to land to any alarming purpose any- 
where else in the Colonies, but they may be opposed with 
success. The 19th calf this day. Lieut. Eggleston here very 
sick. 

7, Sunday. Bad weather not yet gone. It rains a little 
now. Eggleston quite well. Condemns his son for playing 
cards, "tho' I publickly decided agst any more card playing; 
got a gang after I went to bed, &c." 
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Yesterday Capt. Burges Ball, having sent me by W m . Beale 
Jan. 2, my steward, £6 15 for 403 lb. of beef at 4d, w ch was 
8d more than my due, I this day sent him a full bit in balance 
by his Ensign, Bob Beale. Note this was the w*. of but J4 
of the beef ; with the other q r . & the 5 quarters w 011 two I kept 
this beef at that price would have neated me a good deal 
above £11. I also sold to Griffin Garland, the under con- 
tractor, two halves more, the first half at 3^ and the last at 
4d. Note the first was the old steer fattened by Rose at the 
hen house. She has now one of my calves to take care of, the 
mother of it having been taken with the staggers, & died im- 
mediately, notwithstanding it was instantly blooded. 

8 Monday, April, 1776. Rain again, so that we are too 
fond of good weather as yet to think it is to come. . . . 

Clouded up abt 2 hours. I drove out to the court house, 
heard the manoeuvres to carry Col. F. Lee a Burgess to con- 
vention in Lancaster. Ball, by a deed of gift to make him a 
free holder, to be recorded in court before I said it would be 
law, & if Lee had the spirit I took him to have, he would not 
so easily be baited into a service in w ch in his own County he 
had been so insulted. I do suppose a Miss Kitty is at the 
bottom of all this. Poor Love indeed ! Can such endeavours 
portend the least success? 

I saw a most heavy rain swagging along, and got back 
Just before it fell. I found everybody who had been going 
away returned and that they had taken their residence in the 
suburbs of Hell, as every gaming table can only be the furni- 
ture of such regions ; and every Gamester void of friendship, & 
all the other virtues w ch shd ever distinguish the Gentleman — 
a sure sign that there are none, pretend what they will, & my 
most affectionate, most dutiful and most polite son, at the 
head of them. Virtue thus lost, is never to be recovered. . . . 
Major Parker, of the 5th Regiment, took a genteel leave of 
Sabine Hall between 2 showers of rain. 

Col. Carter comments on the perverseness of overseers and 
mankind in general. Beale, whom he has bread up, has long 
interrupted his orders in almost everything "as if he fancied 
himself inspired to know everything better than the man who 
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only taught the gawky fool to know anything: when my age 
in the world, and to be sure the success I have met with in 
conducting my affairs quite clear of debt, with a large family, 
as well as house to maintain, besides fortunes given to my 
children, and without the least aid, ought to have dictated that 
such a success could only be produced by a real and sensible 
experience." Beale placed the Colonel's corn, instead of in the 
barn, at the Colonel's warehouse on the river, where it was 
exposed to the depredations of Lord Dunmore. "This was 
so much agst my advice & agst what even my people were 
doing with my orders, that had it not been late in the year, I 
should have turned him away." Col. Carter had the corn 
removed, when Beale filled the Warehouse with fodder. "And 
yesterday being holiday time, when Mr. overseer went on a 
trip, agst express orders, that house was set on fire by some- 
body going into the loft with fire." 

What with the whirlwind and the fire, if I had opportunity, 
£300 could not repair my this year's damages. And to think 
of the taxes we must necessarily pay, seems too mortifying, 
and I dread whether our own internal contentions will not 
again grow from this republican farce we all seem to be 
hurrying into; for everybody wants to be ahead, and aims at 
it neck or nothing, as it is commonly said. 

10, Wednesday, April, 1776. My nephew, Harrison Ran- 
dolph, and my Patient Lieutenant William Eggleston, set off 
in the rain and with them my grandson Landon. The two 
first are going to Williamsburgh, but where Landon is going 
I know not. Indeed, he had quite broke me from all concern 
about him ; and I do only wish that his present modes of dis- 
sipation may not at. last bring him to a state of vice and utter 
ruin. 

13. Saturday. 

I find my colic is not to be cured ; . . . From hence, too, 
it may be deduced old people must have colics. I believe all 
are so afflicted, but the few who possibly may not be weak in 
the coats of their stomach, and these only are not so who 
right it up with drams, for nothing but spirits seem to be able 
to restore such a lost tone in old age; but then a foundation 
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for shortening the life of such. So that man is an unhappy 
creature even in his structure; indeed, this is nothing new. 

I begin now more and more to see that the pamphlet called 
Common Sense, supporting Independency, is written by a 
member of the Congress; for every now and then, when it is 
answered to the northward, some one or another, perhaps 
member of the same club, is sure to threaten those (who) 
write against it, with the terrors of disuniting the Colonies, 
and offending the Majesty of the People of particular places. 
This is comical. Common Sense has no Uneasiness of this 
sort, tho' he offends agst even sense and truth & even agst his 
own Position. Nay tho' he advances new & dangerous doc- 
trines to the peace and happiness of every society. And yet 
the Creature boasts that he is not or has not been answered. 

15, Monday, April, 1776. I had a letter from Rippon Hall; 
a boy of years 8 dead, 2 draught oxen dead, and a yearling. 
John Timson stole away my largest colt; he now says it is 
his and Produces Jackson's obligation that he was to have it, 
if he did not pay John Carter for it when it was due. And 
Sam 1 Timson took 5 sheep and one lamb from me ; his claim I 
never heard. I believe the man I have got there is asleep. 

Capt. Shields wants to know what is to be done if the 
tenders come there. I tell him I have ordered what to be done 
about the neighboring thieves, but they go on because my 
orders were not followed. Therefore, I leave him to direct 
as he pleases. 

Purdie has, it seems, made Capt. Shields pay 7 s. for the 
small advertisement I had put in his paper when Phil was run 
away. It is so contrary to his constant practice as well as 
his own advertisemts of his Paper that I am determined to 
have nothing more to do with him ; he is a Scotchman & will 
be a villain. 

18, Thursday, April, 1776. This day we are to attend the 
solemnity of Mr. Mann Page, jun's. wedding to Miss Mary 
Tayloe, & this by invitation. I hope a little innocent mirth 
will produce no harm, & I will entertain the most lively ex- 
pectations that I will be assisted according to my most hearty 
and devout Prayers that I may keep my tongue even from 
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good words, rather than offend even the most Perverse, most 
licentious & most inveterate guest, let him be whom he will, 
even my son, who, notwithstanding his good sense, I know 
from the malevolence of his temper to me, can be as undutiful 
and disrespectful as ever brute was to his Parent, let him be 
ever so affectionate and ever so benign. 

22, Monday, April, 1776. My daughter Colston and her . 
husband came here on Thursday last & are still here. 

Last night an Express from H. Hole from Dr. Fauntleroy 
to the commandg officer of the 50 invalids of the 5th regiment 
left at our Court house to desire him to march to the assist- 
ance of the town. A tender had, it seems, forced the New 
England vessel loading corn at the mouth of Piscattaway to 
slip and run for it, but she only got to H. Hole wharf and 
was there taken without any resistance from the Town. It 
seems a flag of truce that the Town should not be hurt pro- 
vided it did not interefere, and no one did, notwithstanding 
there were 17 men left there and under an officer, Snodgrass 
(who) went on board the tender. I understood Currie sold 
his vessel to Harry W m son and the Scotch lads there, and 
they ran down with her and gave notice to this tender of 
the situation of this corn vessel & that all the forces were 
removed from both sides; therefore, she ran boldly up, and 
behaved thus. I sent an Express off this morning to General 
Lee abt these things. If these Tories are not secured, I am 
sure that County of Essex will be in a bad situation, and must 
be under a constant plunder from this monstrous Dunmore. 
I was told that Bartlett Goodrich, a son of the old villain, 
commanded this tender. These things I have written about 
to the General. The Lieut, has ordered out the militia both 
above and below. I removed my slaves and their children 
from the riverside quarters ; and had Billy Beale, Tom Parker, 
my grandson George & the overseer keeping guard all night 
at the landg., and should have been there myself had it not 
rained & I in a fever. My son ppd also to go down & my 
grandson Landon rode to Fauntleroy Ferry to go to H. Hole 
town, had there been any boats, but they were all on the other 
side of the river. Perhaps these boats were kept there by 
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these Tories that the men shd not be brought over to their 
assistance. Such people are not to be borne; they actually 
refused to take up arms, and only Ritchie offered some powder. 

23 Tuesday. A fine day. At Colo. Tayloe's I learned that 
a sloop and pilot boat with above 100 men had gone to take 
the tender, but at night a sloop & Pilot boat returned, but 
whether the same, not yet certain, neither is it known which 
way they went in the night. 

23 Wednesday, April 1776. Has trouble with his mill 
pond, because the dam was not made according to his orders. 
That foundation was placed on sand, and a hole developed 15 
feet deep. "So that I am now obliged to make at least a 20 
feet foot dam along the whole width of that hole to sustain 
the height of the dam from sliding down by means of so 
deceitful a foundation. And what a time of the year is this 
to do it in, after so wet a winter and spring, when no crop 
work at all in such stiff land as mine can have been done ; and 
yet the season for our most useful Produce, corn, cotton & tob° 
is now almost upon hand ? 

We shall not begin planting corn before to-morrow in our 
stiff soil, altho' at my Fork I have planted half a field as being 
lighter. 

It seems a vast body of our men from this county, mostly 
gentlemen and from Essex went in a sloop and a Pilot boat 
down after their tender ; and tho' my very wise heads at home, 
when I was at Col. Tayloe's, persuaded themselves they saw 
both these vessels return before night and indeed lay before 
my creek because there was a sloop and a small boat there 
from whence they concluded the tender had gone, the N. Eng- 
land corn vessel her prize. 

No certain news, and Col. Carter prays for good results. 
Hears that Goodrich has boasted that he will take General 
Lee and our armed vessels, and be up the river in a fortnight. 
Many apprehensions at Sabine Hall. At last N. Garland, one 
of the heroes, informs his brother They had a battle of abt 
2 or 3 hours yesterday; the tender ran off with the loss of 6 
or 8 men, & only the loss on our side of a negroe of Hugh 
Walker (perhaps one who conducted his boat in the engage- 
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ment), and very little damage besides. But they first set the 
Prize aground on fire wch he thinks less than ioo£ will repair ; 
for she was presently put out and got off with her full load 
of corn, wch was to be brot to H. Hole. Note, he says nothing 
abt Pursuing the Tender. Possibly she might be a fast sailor, 
and as they had only open boats, it might not be expected they 
could up with her. Now nobody was affraid, but they were 
only apprehensive for the rashness of the attempt. Poor fear, 
how art thou Perplexed to skreen and Countenance thyself! 
thank my God, as I only adored Justice all my life, I never 
could worship this dame so divided and atmosphered with 
apprehension. 

24, Wednesday, April, 1776. The adventurers are all of 
any note come here. Whether to indulge their relations, 
Parents or wives, I pretend not to say, but from the accots. of 
dangers and their resolutions never again to venture, has so 
effectually removed from me every Idea of their heroism ; 
and I will not record one word of all they have related; for 
fears after danger are so unnatural that I can't but think that 
it was these fears that prevented their doing what they seemed 
to have first intended. 

25 Thursday, a seeming fair day, but still cold. We are 
to have a committee to-day to send Gen 1 Lee an account of 
our minute men and their arms ; also to enquire who have or 
have not signed the Association to defend their Country that 
they may be disarmed according to the directions of the Com- 
pany; and tho' these are favourite points, I am certain it will 
be disagreeable as coming from me. 

26 Friday, April, 1776. A fine day this tho' a sketch of 
rain in the night. 

Nat returned from his Express. Gen 1 . Lee gone to Suf- 
folk. Gen 1 Lewis is very sorry it is not in his power to assist 
us. Daingerfield is the nearest to us, and he is to give all the 
assistance he can if necessary. So it is God for us all, and 
every man for himself. Amen, say I. 

It is now really warm, & yet they tell me not too warm to 
make candles. 

27, Saturday. A moist air after a mere gust of rain & 
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wind yesterday from the W. to the N. W., but it did not last 
long. Yesterday I heard it confirmed my old friend of 

R * was in great Jeopardy when last up, for his free 

damnation to all who opposed Dunmore. Also heard yester- 
day that the man who used this language had been examined 
& by his favourers said acquitted, but Nat says in Town he 
heard he had given a thousand pounds bond to appear before 
the Convention, and in no sort again to hold any correspond- 
ence with that devil D . 

It seems up here they say he never did write to him. How- 
ever, it is discovered he wrote a letter directed to J. Grymes 
who was going to him, & the subject matter so evidently 

showed it was to D , that it was only an artifice to whip 

the devil round the stump ; for he tells him if he sent a manda- 
mus to order his attendance, he would go to him and assist 
him in every measure. How such an (torn) can be allowed 
to be at large, I cannot possibly conceive. 

Note that this Evening the Congress having, by their Ad- 
vertizement published in the Philadelphia Packet that the 
drinking tea not imported since the Association, could be now 
indulged, we began again to drink it this afternoon, & if it was 
of an inebriating nature, the Company would have got drunk 
with it, for there were ten people in the Company, & not one 
of them could be satisfied with but two dishes. I would have 
gone so far as to have refused it forever in order to punish 
that rascally company the East India Company, who became 
mere Panderers to the Ministers who have been so ill disposed 
to the freedom of America. 

Discovered this day by a mere accident that I had of tim- 
othy grass' in the Spring near 3 hhds, I immediately ordered 
Talbot to begin to sow my present wheatfields with it, under a 
severe Penalty ; but he is such a villain that I know he must be 
watched or he'll find one excuse and another not to do it. This 
day in Particular there was wheat to clean to grind for the 
house. 

(to be continued.) 



•Colonel Ralph Wormeley, of "Rosegill," on the Rappahannock 
River, in Middlesex County. 



